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HEADWEAR PACKAGING SYSTEM 


BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 


FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to headwear and, more particularly, to a 
system wherein a headwear piece is displayed in a state wherein it is deformed 
from a relaxed state in which it is normally worn. 


increasingly popular. This headwear is used in both business and recreational 
settings. The visor and baseball-style cap configurations lend themselves to the 
application of information on both a crown and a visor projecting therefrom. The 
information that can be applied thereto is virtually limitless in nature and, as an 
example, may be related to a business, a product, a team, a school sport, a 
location, etc. 

Aside from the informational aspect of this headwear, it is also 
desirable for its design characteristics. Many variations of the baseball-style cap 
are currently offered with a multitude of designs which range from basic to 
flamboyant. Aside from its appearance, this headwear lends itself to being worn 
in different manners, i.e., with the visor projecting forwardly, rearwardly, and to 
either side. 


BACKGROUND ART 


Headwear in the form of baseball-style caps and visors is becoming 
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Still further, this type of headwear is desirable from the standpoint 
of comfort. The headwear can be made from lightweight fabric that shields its 
wearer from sun and rain, yet which is comfortable to wear from the standpoint of 
fit. Additionally, the headwear can be made from materials that vary as to 
potentially be more comfortable in both warm and cold atmospheres. 

The proliferation of this type of headwear has prompted purveyors 
thereof to seek new ways to market so that their product stands out amongst the 
myriad headwear pieces available. It is common to display this type of headwear 
in a hanging position with the visor angled downwardly so that a prospective 
customer can view the majority of the adorned surfaces thereof. In some sporting 
good stores, entire walls may be covered with this type of headwear. While this 
type of display is effective, the individual headwear pieces tend to blend into the 
sea of headwear pieces that are displayed. As a result, the unique appearance 
of a headwear piece may not be appreciated. 

It is also common to display this type of headwear on shelves laid flat 
on an upwardly facing, horizontally oriented shelf surface. With many headwear 
pieces being displayed, the unique appearance of a particular headwear piece 
may not be appreciated. 

The headwear industry is constantly seeking ways to highlight 
products that are unique in both function and appearance. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In one form, the invention is directed to the combination of a 
headwear piece and at least one holding element. The headwear piece has a 
front and rear and consists of a crown with a surface which is grippingly 
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engageable with a wearer's head and a visor projecting in a forward direction away 
from the crown. The visor has a relaxed state, wherein the visor has a first width 
dimension taken transversely to a fore-and-aft line, and a deformed state. With 
the visor in the deformed state, the visor has a second width dimension that is less 
5 than the first width dimension. The at least one holding element maintains the 

visor in the deformed state in which the visor has the second width dimension. 

The at least one holding element may be a continuous band which 
extends around the headwear piece. 

In one form, the at least one holding element is a band which has 
103 first and second parts which are joinable to extend around the headwear piece. 

Cj The band may be made from a string material. 

| ^ In one form, the at least one holding element is a tubular body which 

O extends around the headwear piece. 

id 

h The at least one holding element may be a cylindrical tube. In one 

15 form, the cylindrical tube defines a storage space for the headwear piece and has 

M an open end through which the headwear piece can be introduced into the storage 

ry 

Sj space and removed from the storage space. A removable cap selectively blocks 

the open end. 

The cylindrical tube has a peripheral wall. In one form, the headwear 
20 piece in the storage space can be viewed through the peripheral wall. 

In one form, the visor is defined by a foam layer. 

With the visor in the deformed state, the visor may define a 
cylindrical shape. 

In the deformed state, the visor may be doubled against itself to 
25 extend through 360°. 
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In one form, the crown is folded against itself. The crown may be 
additionally folded against the visor. 

In another form, the crown is folded against the visor. 

In one form, the visor in the deformed state defines a cylindrical 
shape and at least a part of the crown resides within the cylindrical shape. 

In one form, the crown has a closed, cup shape. 

The crown may have a head engaging portion extending through 

360°. 

In another form, the crown has a head engaging portion which 
extends through less than 360°. 

In another form, the invention is directed to the combination of a 
headwear piece and at least one holding element. The headwear piece has a 
crown with a surface which is grippingly engageable with a wearer's head and a 
visor projecting from the crown. The visor has a deformed state wherein the visor 
is formed into a cylindrical shape. The at least one holding element maintains the 
visor in the deformed state. 

In one form, with the visor in the deformed state, the cylindrical 
shape extends through 360°. 

The visor may be formed from a foam layer. 

In one form, the at least one holding element extends through 360° 
around the headwear piece. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation view of a conventional type of display for 
a plurality of baseball-style headwear pieces; 
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Fig. 2 is a bottom perspective view of a headwear piece with which 
the present invention can be practiced and consisting of a crown and a visor 
projecting from the crown; 

Fig. 3 is a bottom view of the headwear piece in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a view as in Fig. 3 with the crown folded in a forward 
direction against itself; 

Fig. 5 is a side elevation view of the headwear piece in Fig. 4 with 
the visor deformed to compact the headwear piece; 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged, front elevation view of the headwear piece in 
the Fig. 5 state; 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a holding element for the headwear 
piece in the Fig. 5 state and consisting of a cylindrical tube with a removable 
closure element shown separated therefrom; 

Fig. 8 is a side elevation view of the headwear piece in the Fig. 5 
state with a holding element in the form of a band/tubular body extended around 
the headwear piece; 

Fig. 9 is an end elevation view of the band/tubular element in Fig. 8; 

Fig. 10 is an end elevation view of a modified form of band/tubular 
element consisting of a string-type material which can be tied around the 
headwear piece; 

Fig. 11 is a view as in Fig. 4 with the crown folded additionally 
against the visor before the visor is placed in the deformed state corresponding to 
that in Fig. 5; and 

Fig. 12 is a front perspective view of a modified form of headwear 
piece with which the present invention can be practiced. 

5 


-6- 130.00094 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
In Fig. 1, a conventional headwear display is shown at 10 and 
consists of a vertically extending wall surface 12 to which individual pieces of 
headwear 1 4 are mounted in a display state. The wall surface 1 2 may have hooks 
5 or other types of hangers (not shown) from which the headwear pieces 1 4 can be 

suspended. The hangers are located so that a relatively large number of the 
headwear pieces 14 can be displayed on the wall surface 12. 

In Figs. 2-7, one form of displaying a headwear piece 1 6, according 
, to the present invention, is shown. The headwear piece 16 is a conventional 
1€)3 baseball-style cap consisting of an inverted, cup-shaped crown 1 8 having a front 

20 and rear 22. A visor 24 projects angularly forwardly from the crown 18. The 
li crown 18 has an internal surface 26 which is grippingly engageable with a 

H wearer's head directed into the crown 18. 

3 :l 

□ In Figs. 2-4, the crown 18 is shown in a relaxed state, in which it is 

lS^ normally worn, and wherein it has a width W. The visor 24 may be made from a 

^ single layer or multiple layers. In a preferred form, the visor includes at least one 

fy 

\j foam layer 28, as described in detail in U.S. Patent No. 6,076,192, entitled 

h "Headwear Piece With Projecting Bill", which is incorporated herein by reference. 

The foam layer 28 may be optionally covered by a skin 30, as also described in 
20 U.S. Patent No. 6,076,192. Accordingly, the visor 24 can be made with sufficient 

memory so that it can be deformed and will substantially assume its relaxed state 

once the deforming force is removed. 

The crown 18 is generally made from fabric gores 32 which are 

triangular in shape and sewn edge-to-edge to produce the inverted, cup-shaped 
25 configuration shown in the Figures. Generally, the fabric defining the crown 18 is 
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quite flexible so as to allow the crown 18 to be folded randomly and collapsed to 
a relatively compact state. The visor 24 generally is more rigid than the crown 1 8. 

According to the invention, the visor 24 is reconfigured to a deformed 
state which reduces its width (W1 ) from that (W) in the relaxed state to facilitate 
display in a more compact state. As shown most clearly in Fig. 6, the visor 24 can 
be deformed around a fore-and-aft axis A to produce a cylindrical shape. The 
visor 24 is shown formed around the axis A so that it extends through at least 
360°. However, it is not necessary that the deformed visor 24 extend continuously 
through that extent. 

With the visor 24 reconfigured to the deformed state of Fig. 6, the 
crown 18 can be collapsed to reside substantially within a cylinder defined by the 
deformed visor 24. The collapsing of the crown 18 can be accomplished in a 
number of different ways. 

In one form, the crown 18 can be compacted to a cylindrical shape 
while retaining its fore and aft dimension Y (Fig. 3). Alternatively, the crown can 
be folded in half from front to rear, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, to reduce the fore 
and aft dimension of the crown to approximately one-half the dimension Y before 
reconfiguring the visor 24. Folding to produce other than this precise dimension 
is also contemplated. By then placing the visor 24 in the deformed state, the fore 
and aft dimension of the resulting cylindrical shape for the headwear piece 16 can 
be significantly reduced. 

Regardless of the reconfiguration of the crown 18, once the visor 24 
is reconfigured to the deformed state, the invention contemplates the use of at 
least one holding element to maintain this state. In Fig. 7, the holding element is 
in the form of a cylindrical tube 34. The tube 34 has a peripheral wall 36 and an 
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end wall 38 which cooperatively bound an internal storage space 40. The storage 
space 40 has a diameter W3 that is on the order of the dimension W1 , shown in 
Fig. 6. An opening 42 at the end of the tube 34 opposite the end wall 38 permits 
the headwear piece 16 in the Fig. 6 state to be introduced into the space 40 and 
withdrawn therefrom. The opening 42 can be closed by a removable cap 44 which 
preferably cooperates with the tube 34 so that the tube 34 and cap 44 reside, one 
within the other, with the cap 44 in the closed state. 

Accordingly, the resulting combination of the tube 34 and headwear 
piece 16 produces a unique package configuration as for point of purchase 
display. The peripheral wall 36 may be translucent or transparent to allow viewing 
of the headwear piece 16 therethrough within the storage space 40. Optionally, 
one or more cutouts 46 may be provided in the peripheral wall 36 to facilitate 
viewing therethrough of the headwear piece 16 in a storage state within the space 
40. 

As an alternative to the cylindrical tube, the holding element may be 
in the form of a tubular body or band 50, as shown in Figs. 8 and 9. The tubular 
body 50 again is dimensioned to fully surround the headwear piece 16 and may 
be located around the crown 18 to maintain the crown in the previously described 
deformed state. Multiple holding elements in the form of the tubular body/band 50 
may be utilized, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 8. With this arrangement, a 
similarly unique, generally cylindrical package is presented consisting of the 
headwear piece 16 and the holding element 50. The material making up the 
holding element may be either elastic or have a fixed dimension. 

In Fig. 10, a modified form of band 52 is shown to function as the 
band 50. The band 52 is in the form of a string material having ends 54, 56 that 
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can be tied together to maintain a constricted diameter around the deformed visor 
24. 

In Fig. 11, a further folding modification to the crown 18 on the 
headwear piece 22 is shown. After the crown 18 is folded to the Fig. 4 state, the 
doubled-over crown 18 can be folded once more against the underside 58 of the 
visor 24 prior to placing the visor 24 in the deformed state. This additional folding 
step further reduces the fore and aft dimension of the headwear piece 16. 

In Fig. 1 2, a further modified form of headwear piece, with which the 
present invention can be practiced, is shown at 60. The headwear piece 60 has 
a crown 62 with a visor 64 projecting angularly forwardly therefrom. The headwear 
piece 60 is generally referred to in its entirety as a visor and has an open region 
66 at the top of the headwear piece 60. Two lateral crown portions 68, 70 define 
surfaces 72, 74 which are grippingly engageable with a wearer's head to maintain 
the headwear piece 60 thereon. An optional back portion 76 may connect the 
crown parts 68, 70. Alternatively, the gap may be maintained between the rear 
ends 78, 80 of the crown parts 68, 70. 

The foregoing disclosure of specific embodiments is intended to be 
illustrative of the broad concepts comprehended by the invention. 
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